
 

 

 

Excerpt 2. Multitude 

01  Tch: gongchandang     shuo qunzhong. 
communist party   say   crowd 
‘(When) the Communist Party says multitude,’ 
 

02   shi shenme  ren; 
COP  what  people 
‘what people are they referring to?’ 
  

03   (1.8) 
 

04  StA: suoyou  ren. 
all    people 
‘Everyone.’ 
 

    
Figure 2.1. The teacher pulls her 
lip corner downward and raises 
her eyebrow at the beginning of 
line 5. 

 
Figure 2.2. The teacher tilts 
her head and maintains this 
position for 1.7-second in line 
5. 

 
Figure 2.3. StA displays a 
straight face and looks at 
the teacher during line 5. 
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05   (0.8)(1.7) 
 

06  Tch: biru       shuo   wo   shi   gongchandang; 
for example say  1sg   COP communist party 
‘For example, I’m (a member of) the Communist 
Party’ 
 

07   wo  shuo- 
1sg say 
‘I say,’ 
 

08   <<len>wo   shi   gongchandang.> 
     1sg   COP communist party 
‘I’m (a member of) the Communist Party.’ 
 

09   <<len>wo   bushi   qunzhong.> 
      1sg NEG COP  multitude 
‘I’m not (the) multitude.’ 
 

10   shenme    yisi. 
what     meaning 
‘What’s that mean?’ 
 

11   (1.5) 
 

12  StB: laobaixing. 
civilians 
‘Civilians.’ 
 

13  Tch: zhege laobaixing zhideshi; 
this-CL civilians refer to 
‘The civilians refer to…’ 
 

14   ta  shi gongchandang    ma? 
3sg COP communist party  Q 
‘is he (a member of) the Communist Party?’ 
 

15   (--) 
 

16   bu:shi:. 
NEG COP 
‘No.’ 

 


